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Jul aa ieee & otinows “chance to 
twit: his..adversaries with . favoring 
the policy . ‘of ‘* decomposition” - at home |}, 

abroad. _ The effort to make if. 


and 


eppear. to the constituencies. © that 


‘their “hola : is between a foreign , policy 
‘governed’ by the principle of © passive hon- 


and one which Shall secure 
pagel not to say the ascendensy, 
14 in the counsils of Europe,” is 
equal duplicity. ‘The showy, ex- 


‘pensive, and thoroughly mischievous policy 


| "meddle and moddle,” under which 
Britain has contracted in three conti- 
‘rents the most perilous kind of obligations, 


is admirably caloulated to lessen the weight 


of British influence in the conneils of 


Burepe, for it has expanded the Empire by 
‘inoreasing the number of its vulnerable 


points. But an. electorate which hurrahs| 


for Imperialism without counting its. ost, 
gr being willing to bear the sacrifices: it 
entails, will probably be quite capable of 
retaPning the Béseonstield Oabinet to power. 


ee 
~ The turbulénes of the San Franciseo de- 


structives has finally provoked the organi- 
zation of a species of vigilance committee, 
from which « stirring manifesto has just 
now emenuated...This association, which 
takes the name of ‘* The Citizens’ Protect- 
ive Union,” makes formal proclamation, of 
an intexition to preserve order ‘and qhell 
disturbance and threatenifig at any cost. 
The authors of this proclamation belong . to 
the peacefal, industrious classes;who, weary 
of the long-continued‘and misehievous gas- 
eonading of, the men of the Sand Lots, are 
evidently determined that this must stop. 
The impudent “ visitations” of committees, 
the sanguinary threats of Kzarnry and his 
gang, and the warlike preparations of the 
followers of this infamous creature, have 
only made bad matters worse. ‘Business is 
interrupted, and the hard times, of which 
just complaint might be made, are rendered 
harder by this wicked: agitation. Possibly, 
the advent of a new vigilance committee 
will seare the mischief-makers into silence, 
See 
PARTIES AND THE FINANCIAL FU- 
TURE. 

That both the great political parties of 
the country have shown themselves unequal 
to the duties imposed by the present finan- 
cial situation cannot be denied. “The re- 
demption of United States notes under 
the act of 1875, coupled with the acts of 
1878; compelling the: reissue of all notes 
received into the: Treasury and the. coin- 
age of at least $24,000,000 arnually 
of . silver » dollars, - have » opened ..be- 
fore the. ‘country ‘financial future 
which -it is only too easy “to  fore- 
east. On the one hand, our paper currency 
has been raised to par and an enormous 
stimulus has. been given to general confi- 
dence, At the same timo, heavy importa- 
tions of gold from abroad, a considerable 
increase in bank circulation, the accumula- 
tion of gold in. the, Treasury, the circula- 
tion of a certain proportion of the new 
silver dollars, and’ the steady bution 
of money from the-Treagury in the purchase 
of bonds, offset only by the payments for 
duties, have contributed to increase the 
volume and the activity of the currency. On 
the other hand, the revival of business in all 
directions aad _the access of speculative 
spirit, not only on the Stock Exchange but 
in many. branches of trade,. have led toa 
remarkable. advance. in prices, to extrava- 
gance.in living, ‘to inflated credit, to in- 
creased consumption of imported’ goods, 
and to a very serious check upon all exports 
save those of food, while even these haye 
fallen off. While the currency has been 
swollen, in part arbitrarily, the demand 
for it has also. been made greater 
and more intense. Forces have been 
set at Work which, in. one, direction, make 
the -difficalty -of ‘seeuring ~permanent 're- 
demption under the present scheme indefi- 
nitely greater, while they make the danger 
from any failure in redemption constantly 
more threatening. Both the difficulty and 
the danger have been. persistently and 
blindly ignored up to the present time by 
the political leaders on one side and the 
other. whit ) 

Under these. cireumstances, the financial 
question cannot failto enter into the na- 
tional elections this .year.. Even though 
the party conventions ‘shouldshow them- 
selves indifferent to.it, and the nominations 
should be made without reference to it, the 
votes of many, thousand intelligent, men 
will be influenced if: not controlled by it. 
The tendency of events is to force the ques- 


tion upon, the attention of an’ important 


class of voters—upon those who are“ ac- 


and 


prevented by ite opHohonte. ° Te ie tale to 
rien tabeatens: bios “when te Bow Poe 
igwative sees Waar aie rth’ tain fo, 


‘taueh more ean be expected from the Re- | 
publicans 


than from the Democrats. .Itis 


“not easy to'tell ‘the exact. form whieh the | 


question witl assume, but it is quite certain 
that it will present, the alternatives of can- 


geling the faults of the, present system, | 


at great sacrifice perhaps, or of aban-. 
doning the redemption ‘system and seeking’ 
relief from a new trial of / irredeemable and 
inflated legal-tender paper. On. such an 


and Saohaeen officer. of the board, is 2. ok 
‘figure of. $3,000, and | and 
fures. in any” one year are’ | & 


put at the n 

the totale: 

limited to fase 
The usual. , 


powers end duties axe con-| By ‘< f 
| r ‘Sasy f . a 3 
for pity, merey, piisincie suilettiaopes 


ie | Ligh lige a know what aes | 


made # prominent. receipes “hoard, 
and it has rather too much of a merely gu- | 


issue the Republican Party would undoubt- | 


edly cast its yotein the main in the right 
direction, not promptly, perhaps, mor as 
courageously and intelligently asit ought, 
but still surely, while the Demoerats would 
be equally certain to osst their votes 
for the most «part wrong. The ten- 


“dency of each party is too cleatly defined 


to leave any doubt in this matter.’ Itisa 


source of regrét and humiliation to those~ 


who understand what the opportunities of’ 
the Republican Party‘have been, and how 
it has ignored, neglected, and trifled with 
them, that its claim to confidenve should 
now be based on such. a comparison as this, 
or that it should have- allowed a situation 
to come about swhich will render such 
® comparison necessary. It might have 
settled ‘the: financial question’ forever, had 
it-chosén to do so, It might even doso 
now, ‘were its “leaders enlightened and 
united. But practical polities offers only 
too many cases in which parties must be 
sustained, not for their absolute but for 
their comparative merit, and when the next 


financial struggle occurs, it will be found 


that such a test will still incline:the honest 

and. prudetit and conservative portion’of 

the voters to the Republican side, 
cen ee ams 


4 STATB BOARD OF HEALTH. 


The bill for the establishment of a State 
Board of Health, which has ‘been favorably 
reported in the Senate and made a special 
order.for consideration to-day, ought to en- 
counter no serious opposition. It may need 
‘modification in certain particulars, but a 
law should be promptly passed for the at- 
tainment -of* its general objects. 
creditable to the great State of New-York 
that it. has been ‘so slow in moving in this 
matter. Boards of Health have been ‘es- 
tablished in twenty States and are main- 
tained at a trifling expense. Some of them 
have performed valuable service, and if the 
statistics commonly adduced to show the 
pecuniary value of the life and health of 
citizens are to be relied on, they have no 
doubt saved many times their cost, to say 
nothing of, the less tangible results of pro- 
moting the comfort of the people and dimin- 
ishing those evils whicl? are the prolific 
sources of yice and erimo, and éonsequently 
of indirect ‘expense and loss to the com- 
munity. Massachusetts was the first State to 
establisha Health Board, and yet her organi- 
zation is less than: a dozen-years old. Its 
importance to the State appears now.never 
to be questioned, and. its cost has ranged 
dnly from $4,000 to, $9,000. year, exclu- 
sive of the considerable item of. printing. 
Its service has consisted in investigating 
the causes of diseasé arising from bad sani- 
tary conditions, exposing and securing tha 
abatement of nuisances injurious to health, 
preventing the pollution of streams and 
water supplies, removing noxious pro- 
cesses Of manufactare and trade from the 
vicinity of dwellings, discussing ques- 
tions of drainage, ventilation, and general 
Cleanliness, and Helping to ‘put. into 
effect’ remedial. measures in connection 
therewith, and exercising an advisory and 
stimulating fanction upon local health organ- 
izations,: Since it began its work, it has 
been Jargely instrumental in securing the 
establishment of Boards of Health in near- 
ly all the cities and in many of the smaller 
towns of the State. Its benefits are beyond 
question, and there is probably no subordi- 
nate branch of the administration of State 
affairs that would not.be more readily 
given up. - 

In. this ‘State, no corresponding. agenoy 
has been established, although.the need of 
it is at least as great, as in’ Massachusetts. 
There aré "Health Boards in this City, 
in Brooklyn, Rochester, Uties, and two’ or 
three other cities, Wut their is 
sire by their special jurisdiction, 


and the rest of the State is lett virtually | 


without sanitary regulation or w 
Thereis, in fact, no publie registration of the 
statistics of births, 1d. des: 

this is sald tobe the’only State in the Union 
where such is the case. It is stated on com- 


petent authority that more than’ one-third x sal 


of all the deaths and tally. one-halfot the 


It is not- 


it mote discretion and executive pow-’ 
er,, which. would carry with them 
& greater degree of - responsibility. 
‘For instance, their power to examine into 
nuisariees; oF ‘ questions aifesting the se- 
curity of life and health ii any losality,” is 
made dependent on a request from the Gov-- 


ernor, and must be soritucted within lim- | 
araaie a example of the sainted Mon- 


its prescribed by him, while remedial action 
is left ontirely to his diseretion, It. would 
be better to empower the board to make 
such investigations at its own diseretion, 
om proper represéntations of the necessity, 
and to put in motion the agencies for recti- 
fying the evil. With this and some. other. 
corrections, the bill is a good one, but 
ought to be. supplemented: by legislation 
looking to a more complete system of local 
organizations, through which much of the 
nesded practical work could be more effec- 


tively done, and at the expénse of the com- 


munities immediately benefited. ° 


VIRTUE BY ACT OF CONGEBSS. 
The Senate has passed Gen. BuRNSIDE’s 
bill to promote all the virtues, so far as the 
schools of the District of Columbia may 
promote all the virtues. It appears’ that 
some of the more exacting ‘Senators en- 
deavored to. have the phrase .“ emulation 
shall.be eherished” eliminated from the bill. 
They thought that emulation might be en- 
eouraged, or even stimulated ;. but:the Sen- 
ate sternly insisted that emulation shall be 
chérished, to the. infinite: confusion of 
‘aU. masters of rhetoric.. Senator BuRNsIDE 
may proudly plume himself on being able 
to push through the Senate <a. bill to en- 
courage the growth of ali the virtues, in- 
cluding emulation, without’ the changing of 
&.verb, pronoun, or substantive. The illus- 
trious. and militaty Senator from Rhode 
ddland iesepdueed kis bill in Congress two 
yoars since; and, defying aliket he enginery 
of ridicule and the insidious attacks of igno- 
rance, he has stood manfully by his pet in- 
fant. The bill has for its ‘avowed 
purpose the introduction of moral and social 
science into the schools of the District of 
Oolumbia. Unhappily, Congress has no 
power over the public schools of the coun- 
try at large, otherwise we should have 
moral and social science introduced by law 
into allthe nurseries of learning under Gov- 
érnmental supervision scattered through- 
out the length and breadth of this free and 
happy land. “As it is, we shall. hereafter 
take, pattern from the District of Columbia. 
~The bill in question provides that the 
schools in the District of Columbia shall 
daily teach ‘*the elements of social and 
moral gcience, including industry, order, 
economy, punctuality, patience, self-denial, 
health, purity, ‘temperance, cleanliness, 
honesty. truth, justice, politeness, peace, 
fidelity, philanthropy, patriotism, self- 
respect, hope,- perseverance, igor bg 

cheerfulness, self-reliance, gratitude, pity 
mercy, kindness, conscienee, refledtien, 
and the will” ‘This is a somewhat, for- 
midable list of virtues and eapacities, 
butit comprises the first. section of the bill 
which. was passed by the Senate on Mon- 
day. And the second section is like unto it. 
This requires that teachers shall give their 
pupils, each day, a short oral lesson on some 
one of these topics, and that each lg? 

shall ‘‘farnish a thought or illustration of 
the same upon the following morning.” ‘Tt 
is further provided that ‘‘ emulation shall be 
cherished between the pupils in accumu- 
lating thoughts and facts in regard to the 
noble traits possible,”.and in *‘ illustrating 
them by their ‘daily: Conduct,” Obviously, 
itis expected that only cherubs shall at- 
tend the public schools of the District of 
Columbia, How is it possible that the 
thscgahs Bikd ean . be brought, 
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~ POLLOY AND PHAFORMANOE. 
The 
the Panama is not exactly the sort of. 
dogument that we had a right to expect 
‘from such 8 source,_ No one is surprised. to 


‘find Mr. eens oe opponents of the 
oanal ; but 


that he should-base his opposi- 
tion solely on. the ground that & canal built 
rs le yr ‘would co 


terests of the United States is really sur- 


PRA L BO eae 


weary. wety jeg rm 
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_ The performance of “The. Mace Flute” in 


6 of Mr, Haves in regard to } an 


stgnifeance of which Opera-goers have been vainly 
trying to dissover for a century. The vastness of 


ot with the in= |‘ 


. He makes no reference in his | 


ROB, and forbears to. montion ‘that religion 
and morality demand that the United States 

warn M. Dx. LesszPs te give up his 

enterprise. Instead of taking high 
moral ground, Mr. Haves simply says, in ef- 
fect, that if Colombia sells to a French com- 
pany the right: to build a canal, ‘the United 
States should. either prevent the © com- 
pany from reaping the. benefit, of. its. pur- 
chase, or in case the Frenchmen. setually 
construct s éanal, the United States hould. 
seize it, because out intereat would be pro- 
moted- by’ such. @ course. Would Mr. 
Haves, when making a speech*to s Sunday- 
school, maintain that if Mr. Evarts were 
to sell his carriage ‘to Mr.. Saenman, Mr. 
Hayes would have the right to seize the. 
Carriage, on the. ground that his personal 
interests would be promoted by coming into 
the cheap possession of a desitable car- 
riage? Certainly, he would scorn to uphold 
so dishonest a doctrine. 
be the surprise of his friends when they 
find him asserting that the United States, 
at the bidding, not of high morality, but of 
assumed self-interest, should interfere in a 
bargain between Colombia and a. company 
of Frenchmen, ‘and should insist upon seiz- 
ing the property of the latter? ‘It.is as 
painful as it is astonishing to find our good 
President’ thus subordinating morality to 
material interest. 

What Mr. Haves may say to Congress 
may not exercise any very powerful infiu- 
ence upon that body; but his Mevsage, 
nevertheless, has a certain degree of. im- 
portance, since it will be accepted abroad 
as the official declaration of the policy 
which the United States intends to adopt 
in regard to the canal. Were the whole 
matter in the hands of Mr. Hayus, his 
declaration would not create any profound 
sensation—in this country, at ‘all events. 
It ig one thing for Mr, Hayus to be in favor 
ofa policy, and entirely a different thing 
for him to carry it out. There was time 
when Mr. Haves made thé declaration that 
his “heart bled for the poor negro,” be- 
cause he supposed that Mr. Trupzy had 
been elected to the Presidency and would 
withdraw Federal “protection from the 
negroes of the South; but when Mr. 
Hayes came into. power, his .previous 
declaration did not prevent him from with- 
drawing alk support ‘from the Republi- 
cans of Louisiana, and permitting the 
“poor negroes” to fall into the same 
condition of . helplessness to which 
they would have sunk had Mr. TrupEw been 
made President. Mr. Harus has also made 
fearless declarations as to the necessity of 
civil service reform and his firm determina- 
tion to support it. Novertheless, he has not 

‘these beautiful sentiments to in- 


terfere with the usual method of appointing 


“workers” to office, or to. hinder his Secre- 
tary of the Treasury from using his offi- 
cial influence to further his designs upon 
the Presidency, When we remember that 
the net result. of Mr. Hayns’s advocacy of 
civil service reform has beén the promotion 
of Mr, Cornett from the New-York Custom- 
house to the Albany State-house, we can es- 
timate the exact relation that the declara- 
tion of » polioy.by the President bears. to its 
enforcement. . 

‘Inthe prpsent: case, however, it does x not 
rest with Mr. Hayns exolusi 


What, then, must: 


the chief réles. 


—_—_.———— 
“MIGNON” AT THE FIFPTH-AVENUE. 
Ambroise Thomas’s‘‘‘ Mignon,” as it is pre- 

sented in its original form by the artists of Mr, Mau- 

‘thee Grau’s conkpany, is so different from the Italian 

version; which has been more or less. familiar since 

Mme,. Ohristine ‘Nilsson was heard in it, 

that eomparisous are impossible. It is in 

form and effect. almost another ‘work, though 
not ‘léss enjoyable. on this account... The 
east last night was better than the resources of any 

French troupe ever before heard in New-York 

‘would admit of, and included Mile. Paola Marié as 

Mignon; Mule. Leroux-Bouvard as Philine, Mlle. 

Angele as Frederic, M. Caponl as Wilhelm Meister, 

M, Jouard se Lothario, and M. Juteau as Laerte, all 

of whom are mieritorions both as singers. -and 

actors, In the three female eharacters there 
was the additional attraction of unusual personal 
beauty. Moreover, to those who are accustomed to 
regard Mr. Gran’s company as the representatives of 
opera bouffe only, their performance last night was 

an Mr Scare surprise in its dramatic power’ and 

musical. excellence. ‘The three. prominent parts 

in the opera were the Mignon, Philine, and Wil- 
helm Meister, Mlle. . Pacla Marié, ‘in the 
title réle, showed herself: to be an excellent artist. 

Her performanee of comie parts has entitled her to 

claim a leading place in opera bonffé, but as Mignon 

the exhibited dramatic pewer of ahigh order, and 
sang the music with finish and eleganes. The 
beautifnl cavatina in the first act was 
given with pathos and in excellent style, 
and in. subsequent scenes she . deserved 
all.the favor with which she was reteived.. Her act- 
ing was remarkably effective, and was always guided 
by good judgment and perfect taste. In the trying 
seones of the second act, partionlarly in the inter- 
view between Philine and Wilhelm Meister, where 
Mignen sits before the fire, she was charming. The 
sceng with the looking-glass she.sang in 4 piquant 
and dashing manner and with admirable vocal abil- 
ity. Mile. Leroux-Bouvard:was also deserving of 
eordial mention, and throughout the opera sustained 
the réle of Philine with credit. The elaborate and 
brilliant polacea tn the third ack. was sung by 
this artist far better thar is generally heard. It is 
atest song for any soprano,-and, as Mile. Bouvard 
gave it; was both a surprise and a pleasure to listen 
to, Though the audience ware not incliued to be 
particularly enthysiastic, Mlle, Bouvard reeelyed an 
unmistakable and. enthusiastic recognition of 
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we “have-on our hands awar with 
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